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WE ARE MORE ALIKE , THAN DIFFERENT 
YET NOT IN EVERY ESSENTIAL DIMENSION 
 
SEEDS OF INEQUITIES 
• Perceptions of not taking part 
• Homogeneization by “dominant” 
(western?) paradigms 
• Disencouragement to local 
scholarship communities 
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A USEFUL LENS? 
efficient formal and informal 
institutions 
External, tailor-
made to match the 
institutional 
environment 
“development 
strategies are 
transferred from 
one place to 
another with 
little regard for 
local 
institutional 
conditions”  
(Pose 2015) 
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worse cases: “ there are no institutions 
and no strategies… a ‘square wheels’ 
situation ”  (Pose 2015) 
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THE “1 size fits all” HABITS OF MIND 
“The grants and awards 
approach to promoting 
innovation is based on a 
belief that competition is 
always good.”  
 
Gary Rogers  
(Griffiths University, Australia, AMEE 
2016) 
“ institutions are the ‘key 
enablers of innovation, mutual 
learning and productivity 
growth’ and thus pave the way for 
the design and implementation of 
efficient economic 
development strategies across 
territories.” (Putnam 2000) 
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INSTITUTIONS MATTER 
EXAMPLES WITHIN THE COMMUNITY 
“Institutional logics” OF 
HPESUs : the socially 
constructed, 
historically developed 
pattern of beliefs and 
rules that shape the 
organizing principles 
for an institution. 
(Varpio, L. et al. (2017).  
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